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BALLET EXERCISES 
FOR REDUCING 


Sure-fire method for paring off 
unwanted inches is to adopt the 
ballet exercises which well-known 
dancers like Los Angeles ballerina 
Bernice Harrison perform daily. 
They keep the body supple, 
healthy and shapely. They can 
be done at home and become 
easier with repetition. (See “Mod- 
ern Living.’ 
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NATIONAL REPORT 


GOP Moves To End Capital Jim Crow 

The Republican administration moved to keep 
campaign promises to end racial segregation in the 
nation’s capital. The first move: Attorney General 


Herbert Brownell, Jr., asked the United States Su- 
preme Court to ban segregation in District of Colum- 
bia restaurants and clear the way for home rule for 
voteless Washington residents. As a “friend of the 
court,” Brownell asked the high bench to reverse a 
District Court of Appeals ruling that two statutes 
passed shortly after the Civil War, barring segrega- 
tion of Negroes in restaurants and other public 
places, are not enforceable. “In holding that civil 
rights legislation is outside the limits of municipal 
power,” Brownell said, “the (local) court has erected 
a barrier against delegation by Congress to the 
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people of the District of Columbia authority to deal with 
the problem of racial discrimination.” D 
The NAACP commended Brownell for taking such a po- Bet 
sition, but Democratic representative James C. Davis of 1 d. 
Decatur, Ga., heatedly blasted the Eisenhower adminis- S s 
tration. In a brief speech before the House, Davis accused ly-: 
President Eisenhower and his associates of “trying to out ma 
deal the New Deal” in what he called “appeasement” of vea 
“radical minority pressure groups.” He said millions of mel 
people who voted for Eisenhower will be disappointed by 4 Alp 
the action. “They had expected Mr. Eisenhower to apply ga 
his talents to solving ‘the pressing problems of the day,’ ” con 
Davis said in the most heated attack since Eisenhower tro’ 
took office on January 20. Other observers, however, be- of 
lieved that if Brownell is successful in the Washington F Bet 
case, a new pattern of racial integration will be set ret 
throughout the nation. Possible next move: a civil rights tak 
conference between Eisenhower and the 48 governors. Be 
Tuskegee Prexy Resigns To Head $1 Million Fund ent 
Dr. F. D. Pat- a 
terson, third all 
Tuskegee presi- na 
dent, resigned an 
his reported na 
$10,000-a-year da 
job after 18 
years as presi- Pc 
dent, to succeed | 
retiring Dr. Ww 
Channing H. To- we 
bias as director . i 
of the $1 million ‘ . | th 
Nk gira ae Dr. Patterson Dr. Tobias J rc 
York at an undisclosed salary. The 51-year-old educator Pi 
will resign June 1. The Tuskegee Board of Trustees said in 
a committee has been appointed to name his successor. 01 
Patterson gave his age, tenure at Tuskegee and opportu- ce 
nities of the new position as his reasons for resigning. lu 
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Dr. Bethune Reveals Retirement Plans At Detroit 

Dr. Mary McLeod 
Bethune, 77-year - 
old, international- 
ly-acclaimed hu- 
manitarian, re- 
vealed her retire- 
ment plans at the 
Alpha Chi Pi Ome- 
ga beauticians’ 
convention at De- 
troit. After 50 years 
of public life, Dr. 
Bethune said she is 
retiring to: 1) es- 
tablish a Mary McLeod Bethune Foundation at Daytona 
Beach, Fla., to provide scholarships for students and an 
endowment for Bethune-Cookman College; 2) write an 
autobiography telling of her life’s work; and 3) convert 
her Daytona Beach home into a shrine which will house 
all information about her life. Mrs. Marjorie Joyner, 
national supervisor of the United Beauty School Owners 
and Teachers Association, presented $3,850, the first do- 
nation, in behalf of the beauticians to the Bethune Foun- 
dation. 


Powell, Dawson Lunch With Ike At White House 

Congressmen Adam Clayton Powell of New York and 
William L. Dawson of Illinois, both Negro Democrats, 
were entertained on separate days by President Eisen- 
hower at White House luncheons. It was the first time 
they were entertained at the Executive Mansion since the 
inaugural of the new Administration. Powell talked with 
the President about overcrowding in New York City’s 
Puerto Rican section. “There are 500,000 Puerto Ricans 
in New York,” he reported, and warned that “they are 
overcrowded and in trouble.” The President hopes to be- 
come acquainted with all congressmen through the 
luncheons. 





Dr. Bethune and Mrs. Joyner 








Cicero Riot Landlady Sues 12 For $1 Million 

Cicero riot landlady Camille De- . 
Rose sued 12 Negroes, including her 
former lawyers and victims Harvey 
and Johnetta Clark, for $1,000,000 
in damages, charging them with 
fraud, conspiracy and white slav-- 
ery. The 47-year-old, one-time 
owner of the apartment building 
which white rioters wrecked when 
the Clarks sought to move in, 
claimed she was coerced into sign- 
ing away her rights to the prop- 
erty, then railroaded into an insane ' 
asylum. Her petition, filed in Chi- é 
cago superior court, also states she rs. DeRose 
was forced into white slavery and illicit concubinage. The 
suit was filed coincident with release of The Camille 
DeRose Story, a book in which Mrs. DeRose purports to 
tell the truth about the July, 1951, outbreak. Meanwhile, 
Cicero police chief Ervin Konovsky and patrolmen Roland 
Brani and Frank Lange, convicted last June of depriving 
the Clarks of their civil rights, won a reversal of the 
conviction because “hearsay evidence” was erroneously 
admitted at their trial. 


Kansas Lawmakers Approve ‘Weak’ FEPC 

The Kansas House of Representatives approved a weak, 
“voluntary” fair employment practices act. The bill has 
no penalty provisions, approaches the problem from an 
educational standpoint. The House-approved measure 
was a substitute for one offered earlier by a Negro rep- 
resentative, Myles Stevens of Kansas City. He said Ne- 
gro leaders are of the opinion “that this [bill] is the best 
way to solve the problem in Kansas,” 


Senate Confirms Negro Attorney For D. C. Post 

The Senate confirmed Washington, D. C., Atty. Richard 
R. Atkinson for a second five-year term on the District 
Redevelopment Land Agency. 
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Georgia Negro Seeks Water Commissioner Post 

For the first time since the Reconstruction Era, a 
Macon, Ga., Negro is seeking a city elective office. Wil- 
liam H. Dunn, an electrician, has qualified as a candidate 
for water commissioner. The Ku Klux Klan and promi- 
nent Negro leaders immediately urged him to withdraw. 
Dunn said he would remain unless “I am forced out.” 


Ala. White Man Jailed For Raping Negro Woman 

Hughie T. Corrigan, 30-year-old white roof painter from 
Mobile, Ala., father of four children, was arrested in Or- 
lando, Fla., and charged with raping a 20-year-old Negro 
woman. His bail was set at $2,500. 


Transfusions Save Boy’s Life As Parents Object 
A judge in a New 
York court order a 
blood transfusion 
which saved the life 
of a 13-year-old boy 
during an emergency 
appendectomy opera- 
tion, while the lad’s 
parents voiced “reli- 
gious objections” over 
the transfusions. 
Young Ralph DuBose 
had been given one 
transfusion at Syden- 
ham Hospital when 
post-operative com- 
plications developed 
and he lay dying as : 2? i 
his parents, Mr. and Mrs. DuBose and son, Ralph 
Mrs. Leroy DuBose, members of Jehovah’s witnesses sect, 
forbid additional transfusions because it was against 
their religious beliefs. Doctors notified the Society for the 
Prevention of Cruelty to Children, who in turn appealed 
to Children’s Court Judge Frederick Backer. The judge 
immediately gave the doctors authorization. 





















Negroes Outnumber Whites On Full-Time Jobs 

A higher percentage of Negroes than whites 
worked year-round on full-time jobs in 1951, accord- 
ing to a labor report by the Census Bureau. Negro 
women who worked during the year exceeded white 
women by a margin of 60 per cent, while 1.2 per 
cent more Negro men worked than white men. The 
report showed that 72.9 per cent of Negroes of both 
sexes were fully employed as compared with 63.1 
per cent whites, a difference of 9.8 per cent. 











Bomb Blasts Cleveland Club After Satchmo Opening 

A bomb explosion ripped the front of Cleveland’s Towne 
Casino, and shattered windows in a dozen adjacent busi- 
ness places just a few hours after Louis (Satchmo) Arm- 
strong and his band had opened at the popular night 
club. A night porter, Fowler Williams, was knocked to 
the floor by the blast, but was not injured. He said he 
saw @ man running down the street just before the ex- 
plosion. Police were unable to find a trace of the bomb, 
and owners of the club could offer no explanation for 
the bombing. 


Atlanta Educator, Lawyer Seek Political Posts 

President Rufus E. Clement of Atlanta University and 
Atty. Austin T. Walden were drafted by the powerful At- 
lanta Negro Voters’ League to seek political offices in the 
May 13 city-wide election. Dr Clement will seek a posi- 
tion on the Atlanta Board of Education and Walden will 
run for the City Executive Committee from the predom- 
inantly Negro third ward. The election will mark the 
first time in modern history that Negroes have sought 
public office in Atlanta. 


Georgian To Die For $1.50 Robbery 

In Atlanta, Leroy Booker, 33, was sentenced to die in 
the electric chair on May 1. His crime: a robbery assault 
on Mrs. Sarah Babbitt, white, which netted him only 
$1.50 and two streetcar tokens. 
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Ala. Pastor Breaks Finger, Dies Of Blood Poisoning 

A 60-year-old Baptist minister died of blood poisoning 
in Birmingham, reportedly after falling and breaking his 
finger. Physicians said Rev. J. S. Martin, pastor of Bir- 
mingham’s St. Matthews Baptist Church, developed tet- 
anus (lockjaw) as a result of the broken finger, ex- 
plained that amputation could not prevent spread of the 
disease. 


Funeral Home Faces Charges Over Empty Grave 

A San Antonio, Texas, funeral home faces criminal 
charges after an investigator from the district attorney’s 
office said there was no body in the grave of Belton Little- 
field, Jr., where the funeral home was supposed to have 
buried him. The infant’s father, Belton, Sr., complained 
that the funeral home had buried his son in the wrong 
cemetery. The grave was ordered opened. It was empty. 
The investigator, S. Earl Matheny, said a “burial racket” 
was involved. 


Wl Ike In Three 
Dimensions: 
Self-taught art- 
ist Lee Bright, 
39-year-old 
Wheeling, W. 
Va., janitor, dis- 
plays his oil 
painting of 
President Eisen- 
hower which he 
finished in 10 
hours. Painting 
“just so it looks 
right,” he devel- 
oped a “three- 
dimensional” 
technique which 
won praise of 
critics. 











Most Southern Voters Favor End Of Poll Tax 


Six out of every 10 voters in the South favor elimina- 
tion of poll taxes, according to a poll conducted by the 
American Institute of Public Opinion in Princeton, N. J. 
The Institute report revealed that poll tax has steadily 
lost favor in the South over the last 12 years. In 1941, 
43 per cent voted for abolishment’ of poll taxes, 45 per 
cent voted for its retention and 12 per cent voiced no 
opinion. Today, throughout the nation, 71 per cent of 
those polled favor elimination of poll tax, 21 per cent 
favor its retention, and 8 per cent had no opinion. Five 
states, Alabama, Arkansas, Mississippi, Texas and Vir- 
ginia, still have poll taxes. 


Yesterday In Negro History 


+ 
; March 21, 1788—Gustavus Vassa, self-educated for- 
$ mer Slave in the British West Indies, petitioned 
$ Parliament to abolish slavery in the British-held 
§ islands. It was the first such petition to be pre- 
; sented to Parliament by a Negro. 
March 22, 1847—-Jacob Dodson, Negro guide for Cap- 
tain John Fremont, California explorer, led Fre- 
: mont and companion, Don Jesus Pico, on “the 
fastest horseback ride on record.” Leaving Los 
Angeles at dawn, March 22, on a mission to Monte- 
rey, they returned nine days later. Time in the sad- 
; dle: 76 hours. Distance covered: 840 miles. 
March 23, 1916 — Marcus 
Garvey arrived in New York 
from Jamaica with his 
scheme to resettle Ameri- 
can Negroes in Africa. His 
Universal Negro Improve- 
ment Association failed be- 
cause he could not convince 
; the majority of American 
Negroes that their country { 
3 held no place for them. Gustavus Vassa 
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FORECAST 


Africa Issue For Life. Life magazine wili soon de- 
vote almost an entire issue to Africa. The Dark 
Continent will get the exhaustive picture and text 
treatment Life gave the Far East. 

Brother To Join Bellson. Pearl Bailey’s white 
drummer husband, Louis Bellson, will work. his 
younger brother, Henry, also a drummer, into the act 
when it tours Europe. 

Negro On Ike’s Staff. President Eisenhower will 
soon appoint to his administrative staff a bright 
young attorney from the NAACP legal staff. 

New Petry Novel. A third novel by Ann Petry will 
be published this June. It is called The Narrows. 
increasing Negro Auto Market. Major automobile 
manufacturers will launch a spring advertising cam- 
paign to swing more sales in the Negro market. 
French Citizenship For Clifford. Former New York 
customs official Jay Clifford will seek to become a 
French citizen after residing in Paris a year. 


Negro Teachers To Get Ax. Declining enrollments 
will be blamed for a sharp reduction in the faculties 
of a number of Negro colleges at the end of the cur- 
rent school year. 
New Cub Shortstop. Gene Baker, sparkling young 
Negro shortstop with the Los Angeles Angels of the 
Pacific Coast League, will be playing shortstop for 
the Chicago Cubs when they open their 1953 Na- 
tional League campaign. 
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HAS SUGAR HILL 





“Back in 1947 a gust 
of wind blew away the 
canopy in front of the 
entrance at 555 Edge- 
combe Avenue on 
Harlem’s much - leg- 
ended Sugar Hill. 
Today, after six years, 
the canopy has not 
been replaced. What 
remains is a naked, 
iron frame without a 
covering—an eyesore, 
some “Hill” folks call 
ii—a symbol of the 
steady deterioration 
of about 20 blocks 
that once comprised 
the world’s swankiest 


“Sugar Hill has gone 
to the dogs” is a fre- 
quent appraisal of 
trends in the area. 
With few exceptions 
the dwellings on the 
bluff are run down 
beyond repair. Liv- 
at ed y Ay Ave. was ried doormen and 
placed. Only naked frame vemaine. elevator operators 

have disappeared al- 


most entirely, as has the social prestige that once accom- 
panied living on Sugar Hill. 


12 


Negro residential area. 
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In recent years, a 
steady deterioration 
seems to have set in. 
Where residential 
codes once kept out 
restaurants, night 
clubs, taverns and 
honky-tonks, St. Nich- 
olas Ave., the main 
thoroughfare, today is 
spotted with numer- 
ous third-rate diners, 
unsightly tailor shops, 
smelly barbecue huts, 
and noisy saloons. 
After - hours - joints 
and blind pigs now 
flourish openly in the 
once-swank buildings. 

Few buildings in the 
once-ritzy neighbor- 
hood have had the 
luxury of a sand 
blasting. Only a 
handful have been 
painted. Hallways are 
unkempt, poorly | ight- 
ed, natural hiding 
places for muggers 
and stickup men. 

A few years ago, 


onetime heavyweight title challenger Harry Wills, now a 
wealthy real estate man who lives on the “Hill” at 76 St. 







GONE TO THE DOGS? 
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Rubbish-cluttered, line-laced open 
areas are now only a stone’s throw 
away from once-swank area. 
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Tent Revival Meetings Once Tried To Move In 


Nicholas Pl., was in a nearby building collecting rents. 
As he came down the steps he was suddenly set upon by 
five youthful muggers, some of whom were armed with 
switchblade knives. e 


In short order Wills beat off the quintet, and after 
smacking a couple of their heads together, told the 
would-be bandits: “I’m going to let you go this time, but 
you’d better find some place else to try to rob people than 
on the Hill. If I catch you again, you won’t eyen need 
an ambulance.” 


Over on St. Nicholas Ave., City Councilman Earl Brown 
for years lived at 745 St. Nicholas Ave., a very modern, 
swank three-story building. But when Elder Michaux, 
the noted radio evangelist, moved his congregation into 
a vacant lot across the street to conduct a tent revival 
meeting, Brown 
and other St. 
Nicholas Ave. 
dwellers 
promptly 
brought in the 
police to halt it. 
Subsequent at- 
tempts to use 
the lot as a pub- 
lic meeting place 
were also 
blocked. How- 
ever, a2 woman 
finally succeed- 
ed in opening a 
greasy spoon 
restaurant in 
; the basement of 
Parties on Sugar Hill were most fabulous the adjacent 


in the ’20’s, now are usually small get- uilding and the 
togethers. + blaring of the 
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jukebox beyond late hours eventually forced the unhappy 
Brown to move down the street. 


Actually, the biggest changes for the worst on Sugar 
Hill seem to be on St. Nicholas Pl., St. Nicholas Ave. and 
in the side streets. The latter two avenues were once 
derided as “Cornflake Boulevards” and their tenants as 
pretenders who seldom enjoyed a full meal, so difficult 
was it to produce the high rents for their apartments. 
Today, the rents are still just as high, but the caliber of 
tenants seems to point out the fact that at last here are 
Negroes who can “make it on rent day.” 


Only at 409 today is there anything approaching the 
high-styled living of yesteryear. Although many of the 
famous name Negroes have moved out, there still remains 
in this beautiful, well-kept building a cross-section of 
America’s top-drawer Negroes. Among its tenants are 
the Elmer A. Carters; chief NAACP counsel Thurgood 
Marshall; NAACP administrative secretary Roy Wilkins; 
Mrs. Lily Toney, widow of the late Judge Charles E. To- 
ney; Aaron and Alta Douglas, he being the head of Fisk 
University’s art department; ex-state assemblyman Wil- 
liam T. Andrews and his wife, Regina; Helen Harding of 
the Urban League; Mrs. Gladys White, former wife of 
Walter White, and her daughter, Jane; the assistant New 
York State Attorney General Philip S. Watson; Clarence 
Cameron White, the celebrated concert violinist; and 
William Stanley, Braithwaite, the poet. 


As to whether migrations of Harlem socialites to such 
new neighborhoods as Riverside Drive and St. Albans in 
Long Island is the reason behind the apparent decay of 
Sugar Hill is a matter of speculation. Some residents 
insist that as many “old guard” Hill tenants remain 
today as have gone from the neighborhood. And, with 
a grim determination to uphold standards of a gracious 
community, they turn a deaf ear to the urgings of friends 
to move away. Said one prominent matron: “It’s still 
safer to live up here. I don’t expect I will find any place 
better than this house. Anyhow, I don’t think the people 
who really count are leaving anyway.” 
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i FOREIGN NEWS J 


300 Seek Seats In South African Parliament 

Some 300 candidates sought 156 parliamentary seats 
in the Union of South Africa’s general elections set for 
April 15th. Nationalist party leader,,Premier Daniel Ma- 
lan, campaigned on an apartheid (racial segregation) 
platorm, while the United Party, led by J. G. N, Strauss, 
favored slightly relaxed racial restrictions. Political ob- 
servers indicated that the Malan government had a bet- 
ter-than-even chance for re-election. 





11 Mau Maus Slain In Kenya; Kenyatta Trial Ends 

British colonial troops killed 11 members of a 60-man 
Mau Mau gang in Kenya, East Africa, coincident with the 
end of the 13-week trial of Jomo (Burning Spear) Keny- 
atta and five co-defendants, all accused of leading the 
cult against European whites. 

e At Nairobi, Kenya, an unknown gunman shot and 
seriously wounded an Aisian gunman, then escaped in a 
crowd of 1,000 onlookers. 

e In London, meanwhile, the British War Office said two 
additional battalions of troops will be flown to Kenya to 
help put down the Mau Mau uprising. 


Wl Attend Governor’s 
Party: Welcomed by 
Virgin Islands Gov. 
Morris F. de Castro 
and his wife, U. S. 
Navymen Howard 
Quander and John 
Scott were among 61 
enlisted men invited 
for the first time to a 
party at the gover- 
nor’s mansion. 
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Ice Cream Tops Beer As So. African Favorite 
Ice cream and milk shakes are winning South 
African natives away from their age-old devotion to 
home-brewed “kraals” beer. Anxious to better their 
lot, Africans have adopted the confections from the 
U.S., and European whites as symbols of rising 
standards. In one community, 1,690 villagers peti- 
tioned the government to change a newly-renovated 
public beer hall into an ice cream parlor. Else- 
where, interest grows in shiny, neon-lighted soda 
fountains while home-brew consumption falls off. 











So. African Whites To Promote Negro Rights 

South African white liberals prepared to form a politi- 
cal party to promote equal rights for Negroes. The party 
was formed after the United Party, which opposes Pre- 
mier Daniel Malan’s nationalist government, said it 
would support broad powers to rule by decree if emer- 
gencies arise. Prominent among founders of the liberal 
movement, is Alan Paton, author of the best-selling 
novel, Cry, The Beloved Country and a staunch advocate 
of Negro rights. The new group will draw members from 
liberal elements in the United Party and expect to have 
six members in the new parliament to be elected April 15. 





14 Natives, 6 Police Injured In Nigeria Riots 
Fourteen prisoners and six policemen were injured in 
rioting at a native prison in Zaria, Northern Nigeria. 


British Say Ex-Dairy Man Is Mau Mau Leader 

A 30-year-old Kikuyu former dairy clerk was reported 
leading Mau Mau cultists in ridding Kenya, East Africa, 
of European whites. Colonial officers said Kimathi, alias 
Kimani, had assumed leadership of the Mau Mau by 
purging or killing 52 whites and natives since terrorism 
broke out last October. Troops have been hunting for 
the feared leader for three months, though his headquar- 
ters were said to be less than 25 miles from a lodge which 
formerly housed Queen Elizabeth of Great Britain. 
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MR. & MRS. 


Mate Says German Bride Took His Clothes, $513 


A wealthy Indiana cabaret owner who was charged 
with having “peculiar bedroom mannerisms” in a coun- 
ter divorce suit by his German bridé’is seeking recovery 
of property which his estranged mate admitted remov- 
ing from his home. Denver Ferguson complained to po- 
lice that his home was burglarized of $513 in cash, a 
television set, clothing and furnishings valued at $1150. 
Mrs. Ferguson denied taking the money and her mate’s 
clothing, but said she removed some furnishings under a 
court order. 


Student’s White Wife Tries Suicide In Mexico 


Desperate after her first quarrel with her Negro hus- 
band of less than a year, Tamar Hodel Byers, 23-year-old 
white student at Mexico City College, took a heavy dose 
of sleeping pills in an attempt to commit suicide. William 
Charles Byers found his wife unconscious in their Mexico 
City home, rushed her to a hospital where emergency 
treatment saved her life. Byers, a native of Washington, 
D. C., now studying in Mexico under the GI Bill, said he 
and his wife had been “perfectly happy,” could give no 
reason for her suicide attempt. 


Cleveland Model-Dancer Files Suit For Divorce 


Cleveland fashion model and 
dancer Carloss McPherson filed suit 
for divorce from her husband Wil- 
bur, charged that he “totally dis- 
regarded his marital duties.” Mrs. 
McPherson, who dances profession- 
ally as “Carloss of Nassau,” asked 
for custody of a _ three-year-old 
daughter and equity in a home, 
household furnishings and automo- ii ‘ 
bile which the couple own jointly. Mrs. McPherson 
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Chicago Man Slays Infant Son To Spite Wife 


Enraged at his wife 
after a family rift, a 
Chicago man shot his 
18-month-old son to 
death “to get even,” 
then twice attempted 
to take his own life. 
Theodore Robinson 
wandered dazedly in- 
to a South Side police 
station bleeding pro- 
fusely from bullet 
wounds. He told po- 
lice he had killed his 
son, Theodore, Jr., 
after his wife left 
home, turned the 
death gun on himself 
in a fit of remorse. He 
said he tried to drown 
himself in a city park lagoon but the water was too cold. 


African Actor Ordered To Support Child 

A Los Angeles domestic court ordered African movie 
actor Mashood Olabisi Ajala to pay Chicago nurse Myrtle 
Bassett $10 a week for the support of her baby boy, Oladi- 
pupo, whom she claims he fathered. The decision was 
rendered when Ajala who bicycled from Chicago to Los 
Angeles, failed to appear for a blood test which he had 
requested to determine if he is father of the child. 


‘Prophet’ Sets Fire To Common-Law Wife 

In Detroit, a religious argument between a self-pro- 
claimed prophet and his common-law wife ended in a “hot 
time” for the wife after she refused to confess her sins to 
him. When Zell Williams, 20, refused the commands of 
“prophet” Paul Flowers, 26, he sprinkled energene on her 
hair and set it afire. 





Robinson being treated. 
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PENNILESS PARENTS SEEK FUNDS TO 
In East St. 


Louis, Ill., a des- Ss 
titute 19-year- a 
old mother of a c 
bi-sexual baby b 
sits pondering a 
the dark future | I 
of her in-be- fi 
tween sex child k 
whose father 
was sent to Fed- $ 
eral prison for eB c 
stealing in an f 
attempt to raise Cc 
money for a sex- f 
changing opera- Y 
tion that would I 
remove its 
Strange afflic- ¥ s 
tion. The moth- =i ¢ 
er, Mrs. Vergie Mrs. Pope, Brenda and Floyd, Jr. t 
May Pope, was promised a free operation for her 21- I 
month-old baby by Dr. William L. Maravento of Yonkers, 1 
New York, but she has no money for train fare or ex- C 
penses to New York. Her husband, Floyd, Sr., convieted ] 
of transporting a stolen car across a state line, will not be . ‘ 
eligible for parole until 1954. 
The child of the unfortunate parents, little Brenda 
Joyce, is afflicted by hermaphroditism, a strange quirk of ] 
nature that leaves its victims half-boy, half-girl. | 
Brenda was born in June, 1951, with the primary sex « 
organs of a girl but protruding from within them is a 
slightly-formed male organ. Unless one or the other set | 
of organs is removed surgically, the chubby child will lead | 
a lonesome life, for it is not now equipped to be either 
woman or man. 
ee eee oun 
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) HELP HALF-BOY, HALF-GIRL CHILD 


Brenda’s parents, Floyd, Sr., and Vergie May, were con- 
stantly haunted by the fear of having their child grow up 
as an “oddity.” With a two-year-old son, anda third 
child on its way, Floyd found that the income from his 
beef-killing job would not allow him to care for his family 

' and at the same time save for the trip to New York. In 
| May, 1952, he stole an automobile and is now serving a 
five-year sentence in the Federal prison at Leavenworth, 
Kansas. 
1 Virgie May, who must now maintain her brood on a 
) $105-monthly relief grant, told JET that the pain of un- 
@ certainty as to whether her child will be a girl or boy, is 
far greater than the birth pangs she suffered when Bren- 
| da was born. She wants the sex-changing operation per- 
formed immediately while the baby is too young to re- 
| member its im- 
plications. 
| Virgie May 
| says that when 
and if she can 
take her baby to 
New York, she 
will allow the 
doctor to make 
her child either 
sex he thinks 
best. 
“But I want 
her to be a little 
girl, and be a 
. ballet dancer, 
something I’d al- 
ways wanted to 
be before I had 
three children,” ye : 
adds Mrs. Pope. Floyd, Sr. Brenda Joyce 
*% LHP PLELLLLELLLOLLOB LULL OLE ELLE LEE LALLA LL EL PLE LE LLL LL ELL La 
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Thurman Asks Leave To Take Boston U. Post 


Dr. Howard Thurman, founder- 
minister of the Fellowship of All 
Peoples Church at San Francisco, 
Calif., asked for a leave of absence ,. 
for August 1 to accept a position as 
dean of the chapel at Boston Uni- 
versity. He said he wants the leave 
to help the university train its 
student ministers how to “develop 
churches that can break through 
racial barriers in religion.” The 
church board is expected to grant 
the request. Dr. Thurman 


‘Angels’ Unite, Do $50,000 Job On Divine’s Castle 


Working night and day without pay, followers of Phila- 
delphia’s self-styled Messiah, Father Divine, are doing a 
major $50,000 restoration job on Wcodmont, a 32-room, 
castle-like mansion near West Conshohocken. They hope 
to have it ready for formal dedication on April 29, the 
seventh anniversary of the marriage of Father Divine and 
Mother Divine, his Canadian-born white wife. 
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‘BISHOP’ CUT OFF AIR WAVES 

Radio station WUST in Washington, D. C., cancelled 
the program of “Bishop” J. McClure, a Negro who iden- 
tified himself as a Hebrew, after the radio evangelist had 
stirred a storm of protests over his use of racial epithets 
over the air. 

In his last sermon, the nattily-dressed, goateed McClure es 
declared, “Our folks should stop fighting white people. 
Let the white people alone; you don’t make a thing. The 
cloth that you put on your head, the shoes that you put 
on your feet, are made by white folks. Stop fighting 
the white people; I know what I am talking about. You 
CLIP FFBELLELELLELELELEOLEELELELELEEEEEEEEEEECEEEEEEEL EL OLG: et wee 
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Wl Heads Texas Min- 
isters: Promoted to 
president of the in- 
terracial Port Arthur, 
Texas, Ministerial Al- 
liance, Rev. I. G. 
Gooden (l.) was 
warmly congratulated 
by Rev. Frederick 
"9 Marsh, secretary of 
the group. The 48- 
year-old Baptist pas- 
tor is first Negro ever 
to head a major min- 
isterial body in South- 
western U. S. 
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FOR USING RACIAL EPITHETS 


. have got to love one another now.” 

Later, McClure, who said he had been preaching 31 
years, been educated at Lincoln Academy in Gastonia, 
N. C., but refused to tell where he was ordained into 
the ministry, told his listeners: “White folks forced the } 

a niggers to steal.” 

After station manager Leslie Smith informed McClure 
that his program had been cancelled, the small, dapper 
evangelist leaped to his feet, declared, “If that is your 
decision, there is nothing I can do about it.” He then 
walked to his waiting, chauffeurf-driven Cadillac. 
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Janitor Hacks Racketeer To Pieces Over Numbers 
Arthur Mitch- ge | 
ell, a 53-year- 
old janitor, con- 
fessed to New 
York police that 
he killed Milton 
Hirsch, 66-year- 
old white num- 
bers racketeer, 
because he was 
refused credit on 
numbers bets. ; 4 
Police say Arthur Mitchell 
Mitchell then hacked up the body with a saw and left the 
pieces stuffed in two plastic bags outside of a fish mar- 
ket. Mitchell said he struck Hirsch during a quarrel over 
his numbers debts in the laundry room of a Harlem 
apartment building and as he fell, the “bookie” hit his 
head on a pipe, causing death. Police found the hack- 
saw and bloodied clothing, but could find no trace of the 
victim’s head which Mitchell said he threw in the build- 
ing’s furnace. Charged with murder, Mitchell said he 
had placed numbers bets with Hirsch for eight years. 


Hold Interracial Gang In $20,000 Thefts 

An interracial gang which stole $20,000 and terrorized 
eight midstate counties near Nashville, Tenn., was 
smashed with the arrest of seven suspects. Arresting offi- 
cers at Nashville identified the gang members as: Willie 
T. Oldham, 40-year-old Negro who was “shortchanged 
$700” in a four-way split of stolen loot; Martin Smith, a 
cement finisher; James Watson, gang leader; Mrs. Eliza- 
beth J. Watson, ex-liquor store clerk and James’ sister- 
in-law; Hardin Cathey, Jr., former baseball pitcher; J. D. 
Byars, tavern keeper, and Mrs. Iola Nash, wife of an 
Arkansas tree surgeon. A confession by Smith led to the 
arrest of the gang, police said. 








Milton Hirsch 
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Nab Diamond-Toothed Bootlegger In Birmingham 


After futile years of trying, relentless revenue agents 
caught Birmingham’s most fabulous bootlegger, William 
E. Lynch, who wore six diamonds in his teeth and hid his 
whiskey supply in the walls of his luxurious home. The 
agents stumbled upon his cache during a search when 
one of them pushed a button and an entire wall slid 
around to reveal 325 gallons of non-taxpaid liquor: Bir- 
mingham revenue chief Homer Snead said that when his 
agents started pushing buttons they discovered that one 
controlled the lights; another the television set and a 
third controlled the wall. Lynch then admitted that he 
had been in the bootlegging business 10 years. 


Man Flees Court, Did Not Know fra Freed Him 
While a jury was ; i 

acquitting him of a 
$20 holdup and shoot- 
ing charge, 34-year- 
eld William Phillips 
escaped from a Chi- 
cago criminal court 
bull pen, then gave 
himself up after six 
hours of freedom. Ac- 
cused of robbing and 
shooting a South Side 
shoe store owner last 
October, Phillips was 
awaiting results of his 
trial when he slipped 
past jailkeepers. He 
was unaware that the 
jury had found him 
not guilty. After re- 
turning to jail volun- | ' pe 
tarily, he was confined William Phillips (1.) and jailer. 
overnight. Later, Judge Wendell-E. Green released Phil- 
lips on his own bond pending a hearing on March 27. 
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Edsel White, 5, of Detroit, who has been suffering from a 
rare stomach ailment since birth, complaining to his 
penniless mother about all the medicine he must take: 
“Mommy, I’ve got everything in my stomach but the 
kitchen sink. Let’s ask God ta help me. He doesn’t care 
if we haven’t any money.” 








Sylvan Meyer, writing in the Gainesville, Ga., Times: “The 
Song You Have To Be Taught to Hate (from South Pa- 
cific) is better than the average Fourth of July speech 
such as you might hear at a south Georgia hush-puppy 
get-together.” 


Congressman Howard W. Smith (D., Va.), objecting to 
Hawaii being granted statehood: “I have no objection to 
other races but we never have brought a state into the 
union where the Caucasian race was in the minority.” 


Bishop Wilburn C. Campbell, coadjutor of a West Virginia 
diocese, speaking at a Lenten service in Nashville, Tenn.: 
“Prejudice is a grave, cancerous disease eating at the 
vitals of the world, robbing people of happiness, vitality 
and hope and giving birth to other 

evils.” 


Mateti Narasimhan, student from 
India on a six-year world motor- 
bike tour as he paused in San Fran- 
cisco: “I have one main criticism of 
the United. States. It is here that a 
dog is treated better than a col- 
ored man.” 


Joe Louis, replying to inquiries 
about his weight: “I’m down all 
right, ’'m down to a ton.” Joe Louis 


26 





THE WEEK'S 
BEST PHOTOS 


Washington Post 


#1 Saved From Suicide: Yanked from Taft Bridge in Wash- 
ington, D. C., as she was about to leap to her death, a 
woman identified by police as Theodosia Ellen, 28, was 
taken to Gallinger Hospital in hysterical condition. She 
was rescued br woman cab driver, Lorraine Van Brigge. 
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Bertrand Miles 
Wi Gets Head Shaved For Film Role: Film star James 
Edwards shows off his newly-shaved head for his portrayul 
of bald trainer Jack (Chappie) Blackburn (inset) in the 
Joe Louis Story being filmed at Grossingers, New York 
mountain resort. Edwards was unhappy about haircut. 
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Jerry Wate n 
Wl Racing The Red Light: His topcoat flying in the wind, 
double Olympic Games Champion Harrison Dillard helps 
reporter Al Rothenberg prove that it takes a fast man to 
beat Cleveland’s “quick change” signal light at 13th and 
Euclid Sts. The light changes in seven and one-fifth sec- 
onds, leaving pedestrians stranded. Dillard ran the dis- 


tance, 60 feet,.in less than five seconds. 
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Bertrand Miles 
W Gets Head Shaved For Film Role: Film star James 
Edwards shows off his newly-shaved head for his portrayal 
of bald trainer Jack (Chappie) Blackburn (inset) in the 
Joe Louis Story being filmed at Grossingers, New York 
mountain resort. Edwards was unhappy about haircut. 
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Jerry Horto n 
Wi Racing The Red Light: His topcoat flying in the wind, 
double Olympic Games Champion Harrison Dillard helps 
reporter Al Rothenberg prove that it takes a fast man to 
beat Cleveland’s “quick change” signal light at 13th and 
Euclid Sts. The light charges in seven and one-fifth sec- 
onds, leaving pedestrians stranded. Dillard ran the dis- 
tance, 60 feet,.in less than five seconds. 
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W Triple Valet Service: Sugar Ray Robinson, retired mid- 
dleweight champion of the world, has plenty of help as 
he sharpens up for his dancing act in leading clubs and 


theaters. Among the 10 assistants who travel with him 
are Benny Killings (1.), valet; Roger Simon (r.), hair 
stvlist; and June Clark, secretary. 








a 


Bob Natkin 
W Ice Scientist: At the Army’s snow and ice research lab- 
oratory in Wilmette, Ill., Negro technician Glenn Walker, 
29, saws through a chunk of centuries-old glacial ice in 
search of data on how to defend Arctic regions against 
enemy attack. Polar expert works. in sub-zero tempera- 
tures, keeps warm in electrically-heated parka suit. 
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Largest Hotel In Haiti Sold To Fla. Businessman 

The largest hotel in Haiti, the Riviera, was purchased 
by R. Paul Weenser, a Miami, Fla., businessman and for- 
mer president of Resort Airlines. He plans to use the 
hotel as a stopover for Resort Air Tgurs and other trav- 
elling Caribbean visitors. 


Dallas Group Plans $5 Million Project 

Detailed plans for a $5 million, 700-single-family hous- 
ing project for Negroes in the middle-income bracket 
were announced by the Dallas, Tex., Citizens Interracial 
Association. Construction work on the homes, to be sold 
for between $7,000 and $7,500, will start in five months. 


Beauticians Hold 4-Day Convention In Detroit 
Beauticians, shop owners and teachers from 44 states 
met in Detroit’s Hotel Gotham for the eighth annual 
convention of the United Beauty School Owners and 
Teachers Association. More than 325 persons attended 
the four-day sessions, watched Parisian expert Jon Rozar 
and other top stylists demonstrate new techniques in hair 
dressing. The favorites: the “Caesarian cut,” modeled by 
Doloris Johnson; “Intoxication,” shown by Mamie Ken- 
dricks; and “Queen Victoria” worn by Mary Beal. 









Doloris Johnson Mamie Kendricks Mary Beal 
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Stretching and ange J exercise limbers Bernice Harrison’s leg 
muscles, subtracts inches from waistline. 


Exercise For A Ballerina Figure 


Women with figure problems could well afford to take 
a tip from ballerinas whose slim and graceful physiques 
are the result of daily exercise. Not only does it keep 
their bodies supple, but healthy and shapely. Many of 
the exercises they perform can be done in the home. 
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Forward Bends Best For Waistlines 
muscles are especially prone to become soft and flabby. 
The standard forward-bend exercise is still rated as one 
of the best for working inches off the waistline. Just 
stand with heels touching, hold arms straight above the 
head, and without bending the knees bring them down 
until fingertips are touching the toes. Start off with 10 
of these bends, gradually increase the number to 50. 
Proof positive that these and other similar exercises 
work is shown in Bernice’s trim figure. Despite having 
three children, this featured dancer with the First Ne- 
gro Classic Ballet Company, still weighs 115 pounds, and 
has 34-24-36 inch measurements, ideal for her 5-foot-3- 
inch figure. Though most housewives complain of not 
having enough time to devote to exercise, even as little 
as a half-hour each day can bring surprising results. 





Bernice works out at bar in Effects of exercise show up in 
studio with instructor’s help. Bernice’s performances. 
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NEW SNACK GADGET. A preci- 
sion-built, aluminum Bon- 
nie Sealer kit by Bonley is 
designed to make profes- 
sional-looking, individually 
sealed sandwiches and 
miniature pies. Any filling, 
from cheese to jam, is 
placed between two layers 
of dough or bread and is 


cut and attractively fluted. 








Snack filler kit. 
Filling will remain in place 


regardless of method of cooking used. Price: 79 cents. 


AUTOMOBILE BOTTLE HOLDER. A sturdy, new- 
style, metal bottle holder for the car is 
net only handy for beverage bottles, 
but also accommodates beverage cans, 


glasses, paper cups and even the baby’s 
bottle. Made by B. C. Moses of Hous- 
ton, Texas, it will hang inside the car 
from any window without screws. 
Price: $1. 
WASHABLE OVEN MITTS. New washable mitts 
for handling hot oven utensils and 
pans have extra heavy insulation and 
an nylon quilting for added protection of 
Bottle holder. hands. They are taped like a child’s 
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mittens to hang j§ 
around the neck or 
tie around the waist 
and are made by 
Brook Hollow Post in 
gay red or yellow cal- 
ico print combina- 
tions. They are ideal 
for home canning, 
outdoor cooking and 
deep frying. Price of 
mitts, $1; panhan- 
dlers, $1 for 4. : 





somone 


Ae 
Washable oven mitts. 
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CHICAGO. Detroit’s prom- 
inent Dr. and Mrs. 
Haley Bell were hon- 
ored at a banquet giv- 
en by the senior Oscar 
Browns, the Sidney 
Browns, and the Je- 
rome Morgans at the 
Parkway Ballroom. 
The Bells came to the 
Windy City for the 
board of directors 
meeting of the Victory 
Mutual Life Insurance 
Company. .. . Drip- 
ping rain couldn’t 
hinder the gay activi- 
ty of the Ugly Duck- 


Spencer was hostess. . 





Dr. and Mrs. Haley Beil 
ling’s bridge luncheon at Mrs. Guy’s Tearoom. Mrs. Roger 


. . The Girl Friends’ new chapter 


in Chi is headed by popular Mrs. Robert Ming, Jr. The 
chapter’s lavish installation banquet was held in the Gold 
Room of the Sherman Hotel and was followed by a smart 
cocktail sip at the home of Mrs. Harold Thatcher. 


SAN FRANCISCO. Pats and Mikes from every neck of the woods 
donned Irish green and flocked to the Personality Pal’s 
shamrock cocktail annual St. Patrick’s night soiree at the 
California Art Gallery ... Over a thousand celebrants 
and socialites from the Bay Area sipped cocktails at the 
Aspiring Models Guild party at the San Francisco Rowing 
Club ... Pre-spring merriment got a big boost from the 
Mirth and Melody Girls lively Cabaret Ball at the Elks 
Club in Oakland . . . On tap as a future party date is the 
El Greco Dukes “Night of Merrymaking,” which San 
Franciscans are looking forward to getting the pre-Easter 
party season rolling with, on March 28 at Cathay Hall. 
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CLEVELAND. Pretty Artha-Jon model, Mary Thompson, vic- 
tim of a hit-run auto accident several weeks ago was hon- 
ored at a “Mary Thompson Benefit Show” staged by the 
Artha-Jon Studio at the Chief’s Club. Musical artists and 
mannequins freely donated their time and talent toward 
making the affair a financial success. . . . Omega Psi Phi 
frater’s lavish cocktail party on March 21 launched their 
queen campaign by introducing 15 of the city’s fairest 
collegiennes and young professionals to vie for the Omega 
queen title. . . . Chic models donned exquisite frocks for 
the Seven Wonders fashionable soiree and style review at 
the Towne Casino. ... Delta Sigma Theta sorors took 
over the swank Halle Lounge downtown for their bridge- 
luncheon date. 


DETROIT. The Elliottorian’s 
bring-your-own-liquids sham- 
rock potluck at the home of 
Ruth Watkins was a fun- 
packed affair full of Irish jigs 
and ditties. Club members 
were admitted by bringing 
canned goods to fill Easter 
baskets for the needy. .. . One 
of the busiest of the 325 beau- 
tician delegates who made the 
Gotham Hotel their official 
headquarters was Mrs. Scotia 
Calhoun of East St. Louis, Illi- 
nois. (see photo) ... Atty. 
Damon Deith was MC at the 
Howard University Alumni 
Club’s Charter Day Dinner- 
dance at Club Nacirema. Cal- 
vert’s “Man of Distinction,” 
accountant Lyman _ Burris, 





Mrs. Calhoun 


headed the steering committee. . . . Scores of prominent 
matrons enjoyed a bridge-buffet luncheon at the beautiful 
home of Mrs. Lowell Cuzzen where Washington socialite 
Mrs. Marie Scott is house guest. 
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sl- Philadelphia lawyer Austin Norris, famed newsman, 
*' who blew his top when his only son left the University 


ales 


of Arizona in his last year and eloped with a white girl 
to California. He found out about it only when the 
son wired him for some gold. 


The secret reconciliation in Chicago of Iona and Bob 


“** Satterfield after they were separated on his claims that 


el. 
“~~ 


she beat him up. The boxer, recovering from a water- 
on-the-knee and wisdom tooth operation, is back in 
training. She, a former beauty queen, expects a “little 
referee” in June! 


Dizzy Gillespie, whose band is playing in Germany, 
from where he hops by plane to Paris to “see what’s 
happening,” an arrangement his wife, Lorraine, no 
lak a-tall!!!! 


«}- L. C. Woods, “Mayor of Malvern Avenue” in Hot 
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Springs, who with his partner, Cleo Carroll, owns the 
nationally-known Copacabana night club which will 
be rebuilt on the other side of the street this summer 
so as to accommodate 1,000 patrons. 


The rumors around Birmingham that Elder Dwight 
(Gatemouth) Moore, flashy radio sky pilot, plans to be 
“nailed” to a cross from which he’ll preach this Easter. 


«!- The bigots at the Hilltop Club just across the Maryland 
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line from Washington. No Negroes, including Con- 
gressman Adam C. Powell, were permitted to visit 
members of the Duke Ellington band when it played 
there. Duke was ma-a-a-a-d! 


Dayton, Ohio’s fabulous religious disc jockey Brother 


James. He just bought two Greyhound buses to trans- 
port his 80-voice choir on concert tours. James intro- 
duced the startling new “male earring” fad to Ohio. 
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How singer Marian Bruce nearly turned out the Paris 
Ringside Club when a visiting Frenchman asked a 
friend of hers, “How much?” “Wish I’d known French,” 
Marion says, “so I coulda cussed him out right.” Her 
steady sightseeing escorts are a French manufacturer 
and an American embassy official. 


The $1,500, 31-inch TV screen installed in the $200,000 
ranch-style home of Cleveland numbers baron Joe Al- 
len. He plans, evidently, to stick close to home. 


Concert pianist Lois Towles (sister of Dorothea) play- 
ing the smart Paris clubs, arm-in-arm with pianist 
Don Gais. 


The run-in that orchestra conductor Dean Dixon had 
with the world-renowned pianist, Walter Geiseking, 
in Italy. Normal practice is for a soloist to visit the 
conductor during rehearsals but Geiseking, an arro- 
gant Aryan-type German, sent the concert manager 
to “fetch” the Negro conductor. During rehearsal all 
was righted, however, when Dixon stopped the pianist 
during a Brahms concerto and asked him to play the 
passage over again. Everyone was astonished; no 
one ever asked Geiseking to replay anything. But 
it turned out that the pianist had been making an 
error in the Brahms concerto for years and Dixon was 
the first to spot it. Geiseking was so impressed that he 
called Dixon “maestro” from then on. 


Chicago’s Theodore Charles Stone, the noted concert 
baritone, who besides waiting table in the place, owns 
a substantial interest in the new Queen of the Sea 
restaurant on the South Side where the longhair mu- 
sic set gathers to chit-chat. 


—Dan BURLEY 
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BOOK THE OUTSIDER 


po any By Richard Wright 


ct A new novel by Richard Wright is a major literary 
event. It has been 13 years since his Native Son burst 
forth with searing power onto the book scene and over- 
night made the former WPA writer a top name in U. S. 
literature. Since then Wright has been silent in the field 
of fiction, although his autobiographical Black Boy was 
a big success in 1945. Living in France since 1946, Wright 
finally decided to write a long-delayed 
second novel. Called The Outsider 
(Harper, $3.95), it will be one of the 
most-discussed books of our time. 
@ The Outsider almost reads like a 
revised version of Native Son. Basi- 
cally the plot is exactly the same. A 
Negro youth, unable to adjust to his 
Jim Crow environment, goes berserk 
and winds up a killer. Instead of 
Richard Wright Bigger Thomas, there is Cross Damon, 
who Wright attempts to portray as a kind of mixed-up 
intellectual. Instead of two murders, there are four that 
Damon commits. Perhaps the only basic difference in 
the two novels is that instead of making the Communist 
Party the hero of his book, the reds are now the villains. 
@ Damon tangles with the party after some contrived 
melodrama that involves him in a spat with his wife 
and a Chicago subway wreck in which someone else’s 
body is mistaken for his. Heading for Harlem with a 
new name, Cross becomes embroiled in some Communist 
shenanigans that finally lead to his downfall. 
@ In The Outsider Wright still displays his terrific gift 
for writing brilliantly. But his almost psychopathic lust 
for violence gets the better of him in this second novel 
and his story becomes as completely phony and unreal 
as a cheap drugstore whodunit. 
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“ FIND OF 
a ae THE WEEK. 
While tearing dcwn 
the Navarre Hotel in 
Toledo, Ohio, work- 
man James Belcher 
found a $5 bill behind 
a baseboard. When his 
employer, S. H. Tuber 
of Cleveland, saw the 
bill he offered Belcher 
$10 for it. But Bel- 
cher said, “Nothing 
doing. I think I’ll hold 
onto this souvenir for 
a while.” It was a $5 
bill issued 89 years 
ago in 1864 by the 
now-defunct North- 


i 


as of a : 
Belcher and old $5 bill. 
ern National Bank of Toledo—and still redeemable. 





BIG BILL OF THE WEEK. A woman walked into 
a dir a 4 Nashville insurance office, stepped up to the 
cashier’s cage and pushed her premium book through to 
the cashier, together with a $1,000 bill to make a $3 pay- 
ment. “I can’t change that large a bill,” the cashier said. 
“But it’s just a $100 bill,” the woman told him. “No,” he 
corrected, “it’s a $1,000 bill. You’ll have to go to a bank 
to get it changed.” She left the premium book with the 
cashier and went to a bank, but when a teller began 
checking serial numbers, she picked up the bill and left, 
saying: “My husband gave it to me by mistake.” Later, 
her husband explained that he had gotten it in the sale 
of his house and had given it to his wife in mistake for 
a $100 bill. At last report, the insurance premium had 
not been paid. 
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STEW OF THE WEEK. When Philadelphia po- 
= = = liceman Frank Watkins stopped by Mrs. Mag- 
gie Wise’s restaurant in Philadelphia, he asked if he 
could sample her stew. She said no, but he insisted. So 
Mrs. Wise had to dump out the stew.. Policeman Watkins 
found out what was really cooking—131 numbers racket 
slips and a numbers record book;-all warm and soggy. 
Arrested, Mrs. Wise was charged with conducting a lot- 
tery. 


HUCKSTER OF THE WEEK. Jackie Robinson, 
ide dr de Jr., 6-year-old son of the Brooklyn Dodgers star, 
had a nice deal working for him in Vero Beach, Fla., 
where he was visiting his father during spring training. 
He was selling autographs of Dodgers players for 10 cents 
until his father caught him at it. Players said the father 
stopped the deal because he was afraid his son’s earnings 
would put him in a higher income tax bracket. 


ROBIN HOODS OF THE WEEK. In Washington, 
= << 4 druggist complained to police that someone 
had been stealing doughnuts left outside his store after 
early morning delivery. Police set a trap with 10 dozen 
boxed doughnuts and caught two Negro boys, ages 10 and 
12. The boys explained that they had been taking the 
doughnuts to Franklin Park, where they ate a few and 
gave the rest to the “poor and unfortunate.” 


EXPLANATION OF THE WEEK. Ann Bell, 35, 
= < was arrested in Detroit after she mistakenly so- 
licited a vice squad patrolman. En route to jail she told 
officer Matthew Barnes: “You should give me a break. 
After all, I was only doing this because I’m trying to get 
money to buy a tombstone for my husband’s grave. He 
was stabbed to death last June.” Mrs. Bell’s record re- 
vealed that she had been previously engaged in prostitu- 
tion, so Recorder’s Judge O. Z. Ide gave her a choice of 
$25 fine or 30 days in jail. 


. 
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._, EXPENSE 
~* . Sram oF 
THE WEEK. Studio 
production heads at 
Metro-Goldwyn-May- 
er in Hollywood are 
accustomed to 
strange items on ex- 
pense accounts. But 
they did a double- 
take recently when 
they received an ex- 
pense sheet from 
British East Africa 
where director John 
Ford has been filming 
Mogambo. The item: 
“Five thousand francs 
(about $14.25) — gra- 
tuities to witch doc- 
tors for favorable 
omens.” It was later 
explained that the 
filming group had 
sought favorable 
omens following a se- 
ries of accidents and 
illnesses, including . 
actress Ava Gardner’s 4yq Gardner with Tuskana tribes- 
virus infection while man in Rumuruti, Africa. 
on location. 


“oy ge SHOPLIFTER OF THE WEEK. One day after he 
™— ended a 30-day sentence for stealing a slab of 
bacon from a Detroit grocery store, Elrece T. Ross, 47, was 
jailed again and sentenced to 60 days in the Detroit 
House of Correction. The charge: stealing another slab 
of bacon from the same store. Explained Ross: “Your 
honor, when my nose gets the odor of bacon my fingers 
become trespassers.” 
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EDUCATION 


2 Teachers Dismissed, 100 Mo. Pupils Walk Out 


























More than 100 pupils of Hubbard High School at Se- hi 
dalia, Mo., stayed away from their classes in a “protest” W 
Strike against the firing of two teachers, Miss Nettie Ger- U 
hardt and Leo Fisher. Principal J.“B. Hylick said he dis- A 
missed the teachers for insubordination. The Board of ni 
Education backed his action. Both teachers denied the bl 


charge. They said the principal dismissed them for re- y al 
fusing to apologize to him during a dispute that started 





when they were absent from school to attend their aunt’s G 
funeral. - 
. 
Morehouse College Receives $100.000 Grant tk 
President Benjamin E. Mays of Morehouse College in D 
Atlanta announced receipt of a $100,000 grant, $90,000 of pi 
which was given by the Ford Foundation and $10,000 te 
from an unidentified donor. The funds will be used to Ww 
finance the education of 30 exceptional young men 16 al 
years of age and under. | tk 
|_ THE WEEK’S CENSUS | 
Died: r 
Dr. Ethel Nixon Mounsey, 42, director of psychiatric edu- gt 
cation at Crownville (Md.) State Hospital and staff mem- Ce 
ber of Johns Hopkins Hospital in Baltimore; of leukemia; pe 
at her Baltimore home. A Howard grad, Dr. Mounsey 
served as staff physician at Washington’s Freedmen’s Hos- | D 
pital, later trained psychiatrists at Gallinger Hospital. 
She joined Hopkins staff in 1952. . . . George W. Howard, ve 
74, for 40 years principal of Howard High Schoolin George- «  S2 
town, S. C.; of diseases incident to old age; at his George- tk 
town home... . Dr. Thomas W. Patrick, Sr., founder of G 
the Patrick School of Pharmacy in Boston; after a brief 
illness; at Boston City Hospital. ... Mrs. Sarah Chinn re 
Buckner, veteran public school teacher; in Kansas City, m 
Kans. « 
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Walt Dukes Wins NIT Award 

Shortly after he played 
his last collegiate game, 
Walt Dukes, Seton Hall 
University’s towering 
All-American center, was 
named the most valua- 
ble player in the Nation- 
al Invitational Tourna- 
ment at Madison Square 
Garden. The presenta- 
tion was made by Walter 
McLaughlin, chairman of 
the NIT committee, after 
Dukes had dunked in 21 
points to lead Seton Hall . 
to the tournament title Walt Dukes gets award. 
with a 58 to 46 victory over St. John’s. Dukes, who broke 
all Seton Hall scoring records during his cage career, is 
the No. 1 pro prospect of college ball. 


Don Barksdale Injured, Out For Season 

Top scorer Don Barksdale was reported lost to the 
Baltimore Bullets for the National Basketball Association 
season following a severe strain of the right hip in a 
game with Syracuse. Barksdale, former UCLA star who 
came along swiftly under Clair Bee’s coaching, scored 899 
points to lead the squad. 


Dallas Eagles Sign Willard Brown 

The Dallas Eagles signed Willard Brown, 31-year-old 
veteran home run hitter and center fielder from the Kan- 
sas City Monarchs. Brown, who received a brief trial with 
the St. Louis Browns in 1947. 


Gil Turner Signs For Bout With Giardello 

Young Gil Turner of Philadelphia, one of the nation’s 
ranking welterweights, signed for a-10-round bout with 
middleweight Joe Giardello in Philadelphia on March 24. 
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IBC. Wants Sugar Ray To Fight Again 

It was reported in Miami, Fla., that Jim Norris, presi- 
dent of the International Boxing Club, may lure Sugar 
Ray Robinson out of retirement for a middleweight title 
bout with Kid Gavilan. Robinson, now the retired cham- 
pion, is working on a new career in show business. If he 
comes out of retirement for the proposed fight, it will 
kill London’s Randy Turpin-Charley Humez bout, which 
is being billed as a championship match. 
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BASEBALL’S ONLY NEGRO UMPIRE 


The most colorful and most popular umpire in organ- 
ized baseball is its only Negro arbiter, Emmett Ashford ¢ 
of the Western International League. A 37-year-old, col- 
lege-trained native of Los Angeles, Ashford recently 
signed a contract to jump from Class-C ball (the South- 
west International League) to Class-A bal] after two 
years work. Baseball experts, many of whom agree that 
he already “calls em” in big league style, say he can not 
miss making the majors within three years. 

Until Ashford gave up 15 years seniority in the Los 
Angeles post office to make baseball his full-time career, 
umpires were staid, bossy, and unpopular with players 
and fans alike. Ashford was different: he jumped into 
the air, roared his calls to the far corners of ball parks, 
and made appropriate grimaces. (He works so hard he 
loses 5 to 7 pounds per game). Fans loved it. At Mexicali, 
Mexican fans shouted “Viva la umpire!” At Chihuahua, | 





Mex., they collected a sombrero of pesos for him (which 

he reluctantly refused). After he became the first Negro 

official to work games in El Paso of the Arizona-Texas 

League last year, Texas fans gave him a standing ovation. - 
Despite his flare for color, Ashford is a thorough tech- 

nician. He makes decisions quickly and emphatically. 

He has never had to thumb a player out of a game, nor 

has he had a serious beef with fans. “That means he’s 

running the ball game,” one baseball man said. “And, 
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Walcott-Marciano Bout To Be Filmed In 3-D 

A’ new source of revenue for Jersey Joe Walcott and 
Rocky Marciano, who meet in a heavyweight title re- 
match at Chicago on April 10, was revealed when Jim 
Norris, president of the International Boxing Club, re- 
ported the fight would be filmed in three dimensions for 
national distribution. United Artists will be distributor 
of the film, which Norris’ announcement said “marks the 
most dramatic use of 3-D techniques up to now.” 
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Emmett Ashford in action. 
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he’s doing a helluva job of it!” Les Powers, former New 
York Yankee outfielder who gave him his break in the 
SWI, says, “Ashford has all the makings of a big league 
umpire.” In off-seasons a college basketball official, Ash- 
ford’s ambition is to justify that appraisal. “Some day,” 
he says, “I think there will be a colored umpire in the 
big leagues, and I hope it’s me.” 
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Larry Doby Sparkles In Cleveland Victory 
Recent holdout Larry Doby of the Cleveland Indians 


blasted a home run and made a spectacular game-saving 
catch in center fielder to spark his club to a 3 to 2 victory 
over the New York Giants in an exhibition at Los Angeles. 
Doby’s homer was hit in the fifth inning off Sal Maglie. 


Taliaferro Signs Colt Contract 

George Taliaferro, versatile backfield star, signed a 1953 
playing contract with the Baltimore Colts of the National 
Football League. Taliaferro, a work-horse performer last 
season, was transferred to the Colts via the defunct Dal- 


las Texans. 


Tenn. State Wins Two, Loses One In NAIA Meet 


The Tennessee A. & I. 
State University Tigers 
won their first two games 
then were eliminated 
from the 16th annual 
National Association of 
Intercollegiate Athletics 
basketball tournament at 
Kansas City. The first 
Negro college team ever 
to compete in the meet, 
Tennessee edged Geneva 
of Pennsylvania 89 to 88 
and walloped St. Bene- 
dict’s of Atchison, 
Kans., 79 to 56. But in 
their third game East 
Texas State won 72 to 
67. The Tigers represent- 
ed the newly-formed 
district-at-large of 32 
teams and qualified for 
the NAIA by winning a 
regional meet at Nash- 
ville. 


} 
BO 





McNeal scores for A. and I. 
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INSIDE SPORTS 


By A. S. *“‘Doc”’ Young 


I didn’t know, until a little while ago, that: 

—John L. Sullivan fathered Jim Crow in heavy- 
weight boxing, which lasted until Jack Johnson. 
The great “Jawn L.” swore in youth never to fight 
a Negro—and never did! 

—Cage star Joe Bertrand had such a good reason 
for quitting football at Notre Dame. Grid coach 
Frank Leahy asked him to come out last fall and 
“lend a hand.” He went out—and broke a hand. 

—Light heavyweight champion Archie Moore is so 
nifty with the needle. He makes men’s sport shirts 
and owns a flourishing business in San Diego, Calif. 

—Ezzrett (Sugarfoot) Anderson is an all-year disc 
jockey in Calgary, Canada, where he stars with the 
pro football Calgary Stampeders. 

—A short man could star in modern big-time 
college basketball as Rickey Ayala, Michigan State’s 
five-foot-five star, is doing. Agility, grit, and brains 
compensate for lack of height. 

—Buddy Young of the ill-fated Dallas Texans (now 
of the hopeful Baltimore club) is a brew salesman in 
Dallas. 

—Edgar G. Brown, the nation’s No. 1 sidewalk 
orator, was a great tennis player in his younger 
days. A scientific player, he was rated alongside Bill 
Tilden by some racqueteers. 

—Rev. Henry Armstrong, the punching parson, 
was “scared” into the ministry. Homicide Hank, 
one-time triple-champ, heard the “call” in youth, 
but ignored it until the night he came off a drinking 
binge to find himself heading for Malibu (Calif.) 
Beach at 75 miles an hour. Cool breezes, whipping 
his face like a magic wand, brought him to his 
senses, cold sober. 


















*% Arnold Cream, Jr., son of 
heavyweight contender Jer- 
sey Joe Walcott, received 
orders to report to the At- 
lantic City draft board for 
a physical examination. 
Jersey Joe said his son’s 
induction may be delayed 
because he is a student. 


% Marian Anderson gave 
an unscheduled recital in 
Minneapolis, when pianist 
Vladimir Horowitz was 
bedded with influenza. Miss 
Anderson, who was enroute 
to another engagement in 
Albert Lea, Minn., consent- 
ed to appear as his “sub- 
stitute.” 


% Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, UN 
official and Nobel Peace 
Prize winner, was elected a 
vice president of Freedom 
House. 


% Sidney Bechet, clarinetist, 
is seriously ill in Paris ac- 
cording to word received by 
Lee Guber, owner of the 
Rendezvous in Philadelphia. 


% Maidie Norman, Holly- 
wood film actress, received 
a plaque from her alma 
mater, Bennett College, for 
her achievement as a dra- 
matist. 


o PEOPLE o 


% Bill Willis, all-pro guard 
for the Cleveland Browns, 
has accepted a job with 
Pfelffer Beer as sales rep- 
resentative in the Cleveland 
area. 


% Poppy Cannon, in private 
life the wife of Walter 
White of the NAACP, will 
be the new food editor for 
the home-planning maga- 
zine, House Beautiful. 


% Joe McFadden, former 
all-star lineman at North 
Carolina College and pro- 
fessional heavyweight 
fighter, accepted a job on 
the Winston-Salem, N. C., 
police force. 


% Isaac (Ike) Jones, UCLA 
grid star and motion pic- 
ture student, signed for a 
top role in the 20th Cen- 
tury-Fox movie The Kid 
From Left Field. 


% Leontyne Price, who sings 
the part of “Bess” in the 
Gershwin folk-opera, Porgy 
and Bess, was signed for a 
concert tour next season by 
Larney Goodkind, who is 
also personal manager for 
her husband, William War- 
field, who plays “Porgy.” 
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Acquanetta Sued By Insurance Company 

Movie actress Burnu Acquanetta was sued in Los An- 
geles for cancellation of a $4,000 insurance policy on the 
life of her son, Sergei Baschuk, 5. The suit against the 
beauteous, 29-year-old ex-West Virginia State College 
coed was brought by Manhattan Life Insurance Company 
of New York. It charged that she did not disclose that 
her son was already in ill health when the policy was 
issued on Nov. 1, 1951. 


King Cole Featured In 3-Dimensional Movie 

Singer Nat (King) Cole is featured in a new Universal- 
International three-dimensional film just completed in 
Hollywood. The two-reel short was begun three months 
ago, when U-I inaugurated 3-D production, but an- 
nouncement was withheld until completion of the film. 


Frank Silvera In New British Film 

Veteran Negro actor Frank Silvera has a major role in 
the British film, Fear And Desire, which is scheduled for 
a New York showing at the Guild 50th Street Theater 
this month. Silvera recently scored in the film, The 
Miracle of Our Lady of Fatima. 


Soprano Adele Addison To Tour France 

Soprano Adele Addison will be 
one of the soloists with the Cecilia 
Society of Boston which will tour 
France for the purpose of restoring 
the palace at Versailles. Miss Addi- 
son will sing at Notre Dame Cathe- 
dral, Paris, on April 23 and at Ver- 
sailles, April 26. The talented young 
singer, who is still in her early 
twenties, won the 1951 Chicago 
Theater of the Air career perform- 
ance. She also gained note for her 
appearances with the Boston Sym-~ 
phony Orchestra. Adele Addison 








53 


















First Feature Length Film Planned For Haiti 

Following conferences with President Paul Magloire, in- 
dependent producer Richard de Rochemont will film 
Haiti’s first feature-length drama, The Spring, using a 
large cast of Haitians. The film,.to be shot in color; is an 
adaptation of Gouverneurs de la Rosee, a novel about con- 
temporary Haiti by the native novélist-poet, Jacques Ro- 
main. Various rural locations on the island will be used 
in filming the picture this summer. 


Vienna Orchestra Records Works Of Still 

Composer William Grant Still’s Afro-American Sym- 
phony has been recorded in its entirety by the Vienna 
Opera Orchestra under the direction of Dr. Karl Krueger. 
Several of the Los Angeles composer’s piano works, played 
by Gordon Menley, are also included in the collection. 
The disc will be released through a New York company, 
ending a 20-year fight by Still to have his symphony re- 
corded. 


W First To Sing At La Scala: Mattiwilda Dobbs, 25-year-old 
Atlanta, Ga.; soprano gets a final make-up check before 
singing the lead role of Elvira in Gioachino Rossini’s The 
Italian Woman In Algiers at Milan, Italy’s La Scala Opera 
House. The first Negro to sing at the famed opera house, 
four Milan newspapers hailed her debut as “tremendous.” 
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Hollywood Bit Player Arrested For Robbery 

A movie bit player was arrested and charged with rob- 
bery in Los Angeles, after arriving from Jamaica, B. W. I., 
where he was on location with an MGM movie company. 
Robert Craig, a light-heavyweight boxer, was involved/in 
the robbery with several other Negroes in Los Angeles be- 
fore going on location in Jamaica. According to reports, 
his part in All The Brothers Were Valiant, which stars 
Robert and Elizabeth Taylor, was edited out of the film 
and his role filled by another actor. A former Philadel- 
phian, Craig was filmed in pearl-diving sequence. It was 
his first movie part. 
Calypso Singer Cy Grant Scores In London 

Cy Grant, a 
blue - jeaned, 
plaid - shirted 
native of British 
Guiana who 
chucked a law 
career to sing 
calypso songs 
and strum a gui- 
tar, is the new 
rage of London’s 
night club set. 
The 33-year-old 
ex-RAF flier 
soon will display 
his talents in 
Holland, Scan- 
dinavia and 
France. Aside 
from his night 
club successes, Cy Grant and guitar. 
Cy has a weekly London TV show, Down In The Valley, 
an American folk opera, and has made several records 
for Mercury. Also an actor, Grant toured in the U.S. as 
a member of the casts of Lawrence Olivier’s Antony and 
Cleopatra and Cuesar and Cleopatra. 
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Back in the “Golden 20s,” when 
juke boxes were known as “nickelo- | 
deons,” recordings by the immortal 
Mamie Smith helped make her the 
original and probably “queen” of all 
blues singers—and a leader of a 
long succession of Negro recording 
favorites. 

Today in the multi-million dollar 
juke box business, the Rosemary 
Clooneys, and lately, the Joni 
Jameses, have run away with popularity polls as the 





reign supreme in the rhythm and blues categories. 
Dinah Washington, long the uncrowned “Queen of the | 

Juke Boxes” and a reigning favorite before some of the | 

late arrivals even started singing, still has no peer on 
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JUKE BOXES|: 


nation’s juke box favorites, but Negro songstresses still | ‘ 





the rhythm and blues lists. + 
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Dinah Washington’s singing Ella Fitzgerald is world’s most 
earns her $100,000 annually. widely imitated swing singer. 
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Sarah Vaughan topped Metro- Young “Ruth Brown scored 
nome’s 1952 vocalist poll. hit with Every Time It Rains. 
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Dinah Washington Succeeds Despite Critics 

“She’s the poor man’s Lena Horne,” the manager of 
another famous singer grudgingly admitted after a survey 
of juke boxes in 10 key cities revealed that Dinah was 
the No. 1 all-time favorite. “Anything she sings,” he went 
on, “has almost got to be a hit. Here’s why: the way she 
sings a song is her secret. Church folks hear her records 
and get the idea she’s singing a gospel song. The jitter- 
bugs go for her because she puts a terrific beat in what 
she does. The ‘juice-heads’ and ‘winos’ swear she’s sing- 
ing directly to them. How can anybody beat a combina- 
tion like that?” 

Actually, Dinah Washington does everything critics say 
a successful singer should not do in piling up hit after 
hit. She gets very low in taste, some assert, in such off- 
color blues as Long John Blues, Pillow Blues, Double- 
Dealing Daddy, and I Know How to Do It. But she imme- 
diately recovers from such deflections from the moral 
code with superb pipings on Tell Me Why, I Cried for You, 












CA SS a €. lle. 
Billie Holida made great Lula Reed’s five successive hits 
comeback after prison term. made her “find of year.” 
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Wheel of Fortune and Time Out for Tears. Some rhythm 
and blues authorities contend that she has the greatest 
blues voice since Bessie Smith. Others insist that there 
is no comparison of the classic blues queen and Dinah, 
the former Chicago choir singer and pianist. 

“Dinah doesn’t copy anybody and her voice has nothing 
in common with Bessie Smith,” said one, “because Bessie’s 
was a booming contralto and Dinah has a tricky tone 
control that permits her to do things Bessie could never 
accomplish in this field. Dinah is an unusually clever 
girl and knows how to sing right into a listener’s heart, 
whether on records or on a theater stage.” 

Veteran music vendors and record distributors give 
Dinah Washington almost without exception the title of 
“Queen of the Juke Boxes.” Rhythm and blues hit parade 
charts in such trade magazines as Billboard and Cash 
Box, and record review columns in Down Beat and Metro- 
nome all indicate that she is way out front as a top seller. 

Not far behind Dinah is another perennial favorite— 
Ella Fitzgerald. Admittedly the “Queen of Swing” singers 
and one of the most copied of all the female vocalists, 
Ella’s records are not confined to juke boxes in Negro 
communities. Frequently her offerings are standard in 
white taverns and clubs whose patrons seldom have 
interest in so-called Negro singing. In this connection, 
she has competed for dimes successfully with such stand- 
ard white favorites as Jo Stafford, Rosemary Clooney, 
Dinah Shore and Kay Starr. 

Ever since her classic Tisket A Tasket with the Chick 
Webb orchestra, Ella has been one of the big guns of 
Decca Records’ artists. At one time or another she has 
been paired on records with such Decca headliners as 
Louis Armstrong, The Inkspots, Louis Jordan, Bing Cros- 
by and the Mills Brothers. 

Stylist Billie Holiday has perhaps been a juke box head- 
liner longer and more consistently than any of her con- 
temporaries. This is partly due to the fact that over the 
years she has built a fanatical following which will not 
tolerate any criticism of the famed “Lady Day” on such 
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White Fans Favor Billie Holiday 


hit platters as Miss Brown to You, Easy Living, Fine and 
Mellow, the immortal Lover Man, and Them There Eyes. 
Like Ella Fitzgerald, Billie Holiday’s records are fre- 
quently found on juke boxes in white neighborhoods. 

In spite of her troubles several years ago with the law 
because of narcotics addiction, Billie’s rating as an all- 
time artist has not been touched. Her records sold more 
than ever while she was in a West Virginia prison under- 
going a dope cure. Recently, she has moved up front 
again and is slated to sign a new recording contract that 
will place on the market a brand new assortment of 
platters. 

An apt summation of Billie’s basic appeal to juke box 
fans is that of bandleader Count Basie who said: “She 
sounds like a cold-hearted, cold-blooded landlady .telling 
a roomer to give it up or else!” 

There is little doubt, despite the heavy volume of 
“plays” given juke box recordings by Dinah Washington, 
Ella Fitzgerald and Billie Holiday, that actually there is 
a “Big Four” among Negro juke box queens. In this 
group Sarah Vaughan has long been a serious factor to 
contend with. Where Dinah and Billie are “switch” sing- 
ers, jumping with ease from the gutty blues to classic 
popular songs from the pens of such composers as George 
Gershwin and Cole Porter, Sarah Vaughan remains su- 
preme in one field: the sentimental ballad. 

Heavily imitated, her records are mainly items pur- 
chasers take home for their most prized collection of 
platters. This year she won the Metronome Magazine 
all-star female vocalists poll, her 822 votes topping the 
630 collected by Ella Fitzgerald. The “Divine” Sarah has 
recently waxed a brand new album on MGM, considered 
as the first important album of the year. In it are eight 
top-drawer ballads all under the title of the song she 
made famous, Tenderly. Sarah is presently making her 
first concert appearances in Europe. 

Heading the new crop of young singers on the juke box 
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parade is Ruth Brown, whose rise from 
obscurity was achieved by her smash hit 
record, Every Time It Rains, I Think of 
You. Ruth’s styling is modeled closely 
after that of Dinah Washington except 
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that she has never lost sight of her own 
conception of how a tune should be sung. 

Another is Lula Reed, the fast-rising 
young discovery of bandleader Sonny (Long Gone) 
Thompson. In less than two months, the Port Clinton, 








Ohio, torch singer has been acclaimed the musical “find 


} of the year.” She racked up five successive juke box hits 


with the Thompson crew. (Among them: Drowning My 
Tears, My Story, My Mother’s Prayers) was awarded a 
‘ , gold record by King Records 
for each of the five platters. 

Probably most intriguing 
of the newcomers is a shape- 
ly New York teen-ager (17) 
named Edna McGriff. Her 
unique singing style rocketed 
her to fame on her first re- 
cording and has made her 
one of the most-discussed 





new singing personalities. 
The record, Heavenly Father, 
has already sold a phenome- 
nal 500,000. 

Even newer, and almost as 
sensational, is a corpulent 

: » song-bird out of Houston, 
—— Edna McGriff’s Texas, named Marie Adams. 
Heavenly Father sold 500,000. gne gained overnight fame 
late last summer with a Dinah Washington-like re- 
cording of a rousing tune entitled I’m Gonna Play the 
Honky-Tonks, which within six nronths sold over 250,000 
discs. 
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A That platinum blonde 
who sings and acts like 
Dinah Washington is Dinah 
herself, who had her hair 
dyed. She stops traffic on 
the street. 


A Friends of Dr. Thomas 
Amos and his wife, Wendy, 
were hoping they would be 
able to settle their marital 
difficulties out of court. 
They had their separation 
made legal, with her get- 
ting $75 weekly alimony. 


A Sarah Vaughan’s open- 
ing was a smash in Paris. 
Subsequent crowds were 
not so iarge, however. Rea- 
son: the natural jazz fans 
of Sarah Vaughan cannot 
afford the ultra-steep prices 
($15 minimum) at the 
swank Drap d’Or. 


A If you wonder why Dal- 
phine Moore, the Los An- 
geles model, wears the same 
clothes worn by screen star 
Ava Gardner, it’s because 
they have the same dress- 
maker. 
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A The Eddie Greens have 
separated after their one 
month marriage. He is a 
real estate broker, and ex- 
hubby of Chicago model, 
Vera Green. 


A Comic Timmie Rogers 
and Dancer Melvin (Slap- 
py) White are carrying on 
a red hot feud. It started 
at Los Angeles’ Tiffany Club 
when White, acting as an 
emcee, remarked that Tim- 
mie was stealing his jokes. 


A The U. S. State Dept. is 
in favor of Tennessee State 
College’s basketball team 
playing against Chicago’s 
De Paul Univ. this summer 
on a South American tour. 
They say it will better race 
relations below the border. 


A Mrs. E. Franklin Frazier 
is taking over the role for- 
merly played by Jay Clif- 
ford as “hostess of Paris.” 
She knows practically all 
visiting dignitaries, intro- 
duces them to Paris and 
Paris tq them. 



























A Bachelor attorney Bob 
Rhone and Washington’s 
Carolyn Ellison have their 
friends pricing wedding 
gifts. She’s the estranged 
mate of the capital’s Dr. O. 
Ellison. 

A Back from a Florida va- 
cation, Ed Smalls, owner of 
Harlem’s oldest night spot, 
denies rumors that he got 
married there. 

A Calvin Jackson, former- 
ly an arranger for MGM 
pictures, is now living in 
Toronto, Canada, and head- 
ing a band at the town’s 
swankiest cafe. 


A It’s a girl for the Rev. 
Alvin Childs. He is one of 
the biggest revival minis- 
ters in town, once having 
an entire city street blocked 
off to baptize more than 
200 people in tin tubs. 





Ann Lewis 





A Ann Lewis, who is the 
GI’s favorite USO enter- 
tainer, just opened her own 
night spot, Hi-De-Ho, in 
Lodi, N. J. The walls there 
are covered with pictures of 
more than 1,500 soldiers 
she met in Korea. 

A Police aren’t being told 
about a wave of unreport- 
ed stickups of number 
bankers in Harlem. Last 
week one of the biggest, an 
ex-dancer, was relieved of 
a $7,500 bankroll he was 
carrying to pay off lucky 
players. 

A Remember Harold Nor- 
ton, of the dance team 
Margo & Norton, who were 
night club favorites during 
the 30’s* He has quit show 
business, is now an inspec- 
tor at Republic aircraft 
plant in Long Island. 





Ed Smalls 














Rose Hardaway 
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«A Teddy Butler, manager of Small’s 
e Paradise, is making plans to stage the 
: greatest battle of shake dancers of the 
ecentury featuring Valda, China Doll, 
eLa Bommie and Rose Hardaway. First 


. $ prize is $500 cash. 


cA Clara Millinder, estranged wife of 
$ bandleader- salesman, Lucky, is carry- 
eing a woomantic torch for Ben Web- 
$ ster, the hot saxman. 
° A Unless the Tampa (Fla.) promoter 
$ who’s staging Annie Get Your Gun 
euses sepia actors as called for in the 
*script, Oscar Hammerstein, who owns 
ethe Broadway musical, won’t allow it 
sto appear there. The Dixie producer 
$ wants to use whites blackened up. 
$A Group of DAR officials finally nixed 
san idea to hold a party for Marian 
eAnderson after her Constitution Hall 
Sconcert to show her they “weren’t 
e prejudiced.” They barred her 14 years 
$2go from appearing there. 
®A Bobby Prince, whose chance disc of 
$ Tell Me Why, Why, Why is a jukebox 
ehit, is a discovery of Chicago disc 
$ jockey Sam Evans, who first heard 
ehim singing behind a soda fountain. 
$A Quentin Foster, the smooth deliv- 
eerer of cocktail-hour songs who works 
$ with Muriel Gaines at the Club de 
e Faris, is in London trying to get back- 
eing for a musical he wrote. 
> A Willie Bryant moved his nightly 
$ disc jockey show into Birdland cafe. 
$ Tommy (Dr. Jive) Smalls will replace 
*him at Baby Grand Cafe. 
e —Majsor ROBINSON 
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Beauty experts acclaim as 
“frank and honest” a state- 
ment by one of the world’s 
most famous Negro cos- 
metic manufacturers that 
“no woman ever becomes 
beautiful by trying to imi- 
tate other women!” 
“Every woman (model, 
housewife, co-ed, factory or 
office worker ) must find her 
beauty within,” the Madam 
C. J. Walker Mfg. Co. re- 
ports, “and every woman 
does have natural beauty 
asleep within her hair and 
skin.” Only Madam Walk- 
er’s hair and skin cosmet- 
ics are designed to awaken 
your own NATURAL beauty! 
Special Offer. To acquaint 
you with these famous 
products (world’s finest for 
over 50 years), the com- 
pany offers an introductory 
6-week treatment “pack- 
age” (mail order only). For 
famous Glossine, plus Won- 


Madam Walker Tells “Sleeping Beauty’ Secret 








“Sleeping Beauty” secret is 
confirmed by Mrs. Marjorie S. 
Joyner (head of one of world’s 
most famous beauty colleges, 
who recommends only Madam 
Walker cosmetics), shown with 
Model Angelle de Lavellade. 


derful Hair & Scalp Preparation, plus Double-Strength 
Scalp Ointment, plus Shampoo Soap—a regular $2.13 
value, including tax—you need pay vnly $1.60! 

Write for this bargain! Then you’ll want to buy them 
regularly at drug or cosmetic counters or Walker Beauty 
Shoppes. Don’t let your beauty sleep! Wake it up today! 
Send cash or money order (and_avoid C.O.D. cost) to 
Madam C. J. Walker Mfg. Co., Dept. J-353, Indianapolis 2. 


- (Advertisement) 
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The 
Hitch-Hiker 


Grim, stark real- 
ism is RKO’s new 
production, The 
Hitch-Hiker. The 
film is a grim mel- 
odrama, filled with 
suspense, andin 
many ways resem- 
bles the recent 
Cook case in the Hitch-hiking Killer (c). and motorists. 
Southwest in which a calloused young killer murdered 
several motorists before being captured. RKO’s story is 
about two men on a fishing trip in Southern California 
who make the mistake of picking up a hitchhiker who 
turns out to be a maniacal killer. Frank Lovejoy gives an 
excellent performance as one of the victims who struggles 
to keep his sanity during the long ordeal that lasts sev- 
eral days. Edmond O’Brien is Lovejoy’s companion who 
breaks under the strain. William Tallman’s portrayal of 
the killer will keep audiences on the edge of their seats. 


@) { - £2 oe. 8) Cs fe. ie 4 

Week’s Radio-TV Preview 

Johnny Bratton vs. Bobby Jones in a 10-round welter- 
weight boxing match (Friday, March 20, at 10 p.m. EST) 
on NBC television. 

Kid Gavilan and Tony Janiro in film of 1952 welterweight 
championship boxing bout on Greatest Fights of the Cen- 
tury (Friday, March 20, at 10:45 p.m. EST) on NBC televi- 
sion. 

George Araujo vs. Teddy Davis in a 10-round lightweight 
boxing match (Wednesday, March 25, at 10 p.m. EST) on 
CBS television. 
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An impatient bridegroom plus a bewildered 
bride can spell lots of honeymoon trouble. How 
was Gaynelle to know what would happen? 
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